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PREVIOUSLY TAUGHT KNOWLEDGE WILL BE IN RED 

 

KPS Geography Teaching Overview 

EYFS 

The Natural World People, Culture and Communities 

Year 1 

Where I Live Wonderful World 

Year 2 

Why is Britain Great? Kenya 

Year 3 

Food Glorious Food Rivers and Mountains 

Year 4 

Europe Natural Disasters 

Year 5 

South America Exploration 

Year 6 

Blue Planet Green Planet The Lake District 



Year 3 – Food Glorious Food 
VOCABULARY MAPS SKILLS ENQUIRY SKILLS FIELD WORK PLACE AND LOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE HUMAN AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Previously taught geographical vocabulary 
Near, far, house, school, shop, pond,  
winter, spring, summer, autumn, dry, wet, place, same, different, tree, fields, 
plant, travel, woodland, animal, weather, England, country, family, street, next 
to, river, beach, hill, bridge, sea, map, building, road, island, oceans, lake, church, 
Earth, pharmacy, post office, detached, semi – detached, bungalow, terraced 
and flat.  
Right, left, behind, in front of, up, down, travel, fieldwork, record, vegetation, 
physical feature, human feature, location, aerial, England, continent, ocean 
harbour, coast, cliff, soil, port, north, south, east, west, stream, symbol, key, 
atlas, globe, body of water, steep, capital city, cave, bay 
 
New  
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, temperate, polar, research, design, 
evaluate, make, developed, producers, transport, factory, impact, environment, 
industry, temperature 
 
SPECIFIC  
CONTINENT AND OCEAN NAMES  
Equator, Earth, North/South Pole, tropical, warmer, climate, atlas, map, weather, 
country, UK, season, autumn, spring, summer, winter 
Fairtrade, Caribbean, India, food, harvest, balanced diet, food groups, raw, 
cooked, poultry, arable, livestock, cattle, vegetable farming, crops, climate zones, 
import, Colombia, ingredients, good hygiene, names of fruits, vegetables and 
grains (see below), carbohydrates, fats (oils and spreads), fruit/vegetables, 
protein, diary, plough, drill, pullets, rooster, hatchery, fisherman, vegan, 
vegetarians, greenhouse gas,  

-Use pairs of coordinates and eight 
compass points to help locate rivers 
and mountains. 
 
-Know when looking at maps, discuss 
the need for keys and standard 
symbols and that they help us locate 
features on a map.  
 
Use maps of the world, Europe and 
the UK to compare location and 
match the UK onto all versions of the 
map. 
 
-Began to look at maps of other 
localities. 

Use maps, globes and atlases to respond 
to a range of geographical questions 
about where food comes from and the 
positives/negatives of that. 
 
Offer reasons for some of their 
observations and judgements about 
where food comes from.  
 
Offer reasons for some of their 
observations and judgements about the 
location of rivers.  

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate countries and 
describe features studied.  
 
Learn the eight points of a compass, 
2 figure grid reference (maths co-
ordinates), some basic symbols and 
key to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider 
world.  
 
Use fieldwork to observe and record 
what food is made in our local area.  
 
 

Review: 
Name and locate the world’s seven continents 
and five oceans Locate and name the countries 
making up the British Isles, with their capital 

cities. Identify the position of the Equator 
and hot and cold countries. 

 
Identify longest rivers in the world, largest 
deserts and highest mountains. 
 
Identify the position and significance of Equator 
and N. and S. Hemisphere.  
Name and locate counties and cities of the 
United Kingdom. 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography including rivers and mountains.  
 
Describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography including types of land use and the 
distribution of natural resources such as food. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge Locational Knowledge Fairtrade Food Production 
• Know the names and locations of the seven 

continents: Europe, North America, South 
America, Africa, Asia, Australia/Australasia and 
Antarctica.  

• Know that the Earth is split into the Northern and 
Southern Hemisphere. 

• Know that the UK is in the Northern Hemisphere. 

• Understand that the earth has an imaginary line 
around the middle of it, this is called the equator. 
Understand that the earth has two imaginary 
circles around the bottom and the top of it. 
These are called the North Pole and South Pole. 

• Know that the countries closer to the equator are 
warmer/tropical countries. 

• Know that countries further away from the 
equator are colder/more temperate. 

 

 

• Know that food comes from 
different places in the world. 

• I know that different parts of 
the world produce different 
food based on their climate.  

• I know there are tropical, 
temperate, dry and polar 
climates.  

• Know that onions, apples, 
pears, tomatoes, peaches, 
wheat, cherries, mustard, 
plums, strawberry are grown in 
temperate climates.  

• Know that olives, grapes, 
peaches, citrus, 
cherries, apricots, almonds and 
figs are grown in 
Mediterranean climates. 

• Know that bananas, tea, coffee, 
cocoa beans, coconuts, 
pineapple and sugar cane are 
all grown in tropical climates.  
 

• I know that Fairtrade means trade 
between companies and in developed 
(richer) countries and producers 
(makers) from under developed 
(poorer) countries is based on fair 
prices to ensure they can improve their 
quality of life.  

• I know that the main Fairtrade products 
are bananas, cocoa, coffee, sugar, tea, 
honey, herbs and spices, nuts, oils, 
quinoa, rice, fruit/juices, vegetables, 
wine and cotton.  

• Know that Fairtrade means that extra 
money is paid on top of the selling price 
to help with community projects in 
under developed (poorer) areas. 

• Know that Fairtrade means that 
farmers receive decent working 
conditions. 

• Fairtrade benefits people all around the 
world such as people from South 
America, the Caribbean, Africa and 
India.  

 
 
 

• I know that the food groups are carbohydrates, fats (oils and spreads), fruit and vegetables, protein (meat) and dairy. 

• I know that eating each of these groups in moderation will create a healthy diet.  

• Know that we can use land for different things:  

• To know that land can be used to produce things we eat.  

• To know land can be used to grow grass which only animals like cows and sheep can graze, which produce dairy products (milk, cheese, etc.) 
or meat  
for us to eat.  

• To know land is also needed to grow other crops like maize for animals to eat. 

• Know that Some crops can also be used for building materials and other things. 

• Know that most of the land in the UK is currently used for farming. This means it is used for things like growing crops and grazing animals. 

• Know that different crops grow in different seasons.  

• Know that there are different types of farming vegetable, poultry, arable and livestock. 
 
Effects of Environment 

• I know that food can be transported to the UK through the ferries, trains, container ships, aeroplanes and lorries.  

• Know the journey from farm to fork. Wheat fields, factory, lorry, supermarket, cupboard and then eat.  

• Know that the choices we make about what we eat affect what we can use land for. For example, if we eat less meat or dairy, we won’t need 
as much land to graze animals or grow the food they eat. This would mean we could use it for something else (e.g. growing crops or trees).  

• Know what we eat also affects the environment in others way through how much we eat and waste, how food is produced, and how far it is 
transported. 

• Knowing that eating food from climates different from our own will be more expensive to transport meaning it’ll have a worse impact on the 
environment.  

• Know that if everyone changed their diet it would impact the meat and dairy industry. Farmers who produce meat would lose money and 
wouldn’t be able to afford to work.  

• Buying local fruits and vegetables in season will help the environment. 



 

Year 3 – Rivers and Mountains 
VOCABULARY river, mountain, slope, stream, coast, lake, rainfall, flooding, habitat,  

natural, source, downstream, mouth, pollution, estuary, canal, waterway, flow, valley, dam, barrier, reservoir, floodplain, summit, range, slope, plateau, snow line, tree line, face, base, population, river bed, valley, foot,  
fold mountains, fault block mountains, volcanic mountains, dome mountains, plateau mountains, Mount Everest, avalanche, landslide, altitude sickness, power cut, renewable. Fuel, species, chemical, pollution,  

 

Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge Rivers Mountains 
• Identify the five oceans: Atlantic 

Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, 
Southern Ocean and Arctic Ocean. 

• Know the names and locations of the 
seven continents: Europe, North 
America, South America, Africa, Asia, 
Australia/Australasia and Antarctica.  

• Know that the Pacific Ocean is the 
largest body of water, covering ⅓ of 
the world’s surface.  

• Know that the UK is surrounded by: 
The North Sea, The English Channel, 
The Irish Sea and The Atlantic Ocean.  

• Locate these bodies of water on a map. 
 
 

Use coordinates and compass directions to 
describe the location of rivers and mountains.  

 

 
 

• Understand that a river is a large natural stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea, a lake, or another river. 

• Know that water always flows downstream, which means it flows downhill towards the sea. 

• Know that a stream is a small, narrow river.  

• Know that a canal is a man-made waterway, which is used by boats and ships to transport goods across land.  

• Know that an estuary is where a river meets the ocean and the river and ocean mix.  

• Know that the mouth of a river is the end of it, where it meets the sea, a lake or another river.  

• Know that the source of a river is where it starts. 

• Know that a tributary is a small river or stream that joins a bigger river.  

• Know that the riverbed is the bottom of the river and it is usually made of sand, rocks or mud.  

• Know that the current is the strength and speed of a river. 

• Know that rivers have a starting point where water begins its flow. This source is called a headwater.  

• The headwater can come from rainfall or snowmelt in mountains. 

• The other end of a river is called its mouth, where water empties into a larger body of water, such as a lake or ocean. 

• To know rivers don’t travel in straight lines. This is because rivers have to avoid obstacles as they flow downhill and people have altered river 
courses over time.  

• To know a dam is any barrier built to hold back water. Water held behind the dam is usually held in a reservoir. 

• To know why people would want to block the flow of water. To control the flow to prevent flooding and to generate power. 
 

• Know that the River Nile is the longest river in the world. (Link to Ancient Egypt)  

• Know the two longest rivers in the world:  
1. Nile (6700km) Africa  
2. Amazon (6400km) South America  

 

• Know the five longest rivers in the UK:  
1. Severn (354km) -  Shrewsbury, Worcester, Gloucester, Bristol 
2. Thames (346km) - London 
3. Trent (298km) – Nottingham and Derby  
4. Great Ouse (230km) Milton Keys (other places aswell) 
5. Wye (215km) - Hereford 

• Plot the longest 5 rivers/cities on a map of the UK. 

• Know that the main river through Barnsley is the River Dearne (52km)  
 

• Know that rivers can be used in different ways. Know that fisherman, factory owners, power generation companies, tourists and water sport 
groups use rivers in different ways.  

 
 

There are five types of mountain  
1. Fold mountains, Fault block mountains, Volcanic mountains, Dome mountains and Plateau 

Mountains. 
 

• Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world.  

• Snowden is the highest mountain in Wales, with a height of 1085 metres 

• Ben Nevis is the highest mountain in the British Isles, standing at 1344 metres. It is in the 
Scottish Highlands 

 

• Know that the base is the bottom of the mountain. 

• Know that slope is the side of a mountain, hill, or valley where it increases in height.  

• Know that the summit is the top of the mountain.  

• Know that the snowline is where snow and ice cover the mountain all year around. 

• Know that the plateau is an area of high flat ground. 

• Know that the face is the side of the mountain. 

• Know that the foot is the bottom of the mountain. 

• Know that mountains can sometimes be a source of a river. 
 
To know the risks of living in a mountainous area  

• Low temperatures causing hypothermia 

• Bad weather can cause you to be stranded or causing road accidents 

• Bad weather causing power cuts 

• Avalanches or landslides 

• Altitude sickness 

• Wild animals 

• Poorer access to medical facilities, schools, etc. 
Know the reasons why people visit mountains.  

• The view 

• Keeping fit 

• The challenge 

• To raise money for charity 

• Skiing 

• Wildlife spotting 

• Taking photographs 

• Climbing 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 – Europe (Italy) 
VOCABULARY MAPS SKILLS ENQUIRY SKILLS FIELD WORK PLACE AND LOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE HUMAN AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Previously taught geographical vocabulary 
Near, far, house, school, shop, pond,  
winter, spring, summer, autumn, dry, wet, place, same, 
different, tree, fields, plant, travel, woodland, animal, weather, 
England, country, family, street, next to, river, beach, hill, 
bridge, sea, map, building, road, island, oceans, lake, church, 
Earth, pharmacy, post office, detached, semi – detached, 
bungalow, terraced and flat.  
Right, left, behind, in front of, up, down, travel, fieldwork, 
record, vegetation, physical feature, human feature, location, 
aerial, England, continent, ocean 
harbour, coast, cliff, soil, port, north, south, east, west, stream, 
symbol, key, atlas, globe, body of water, steep, capital city, 
cave, bay, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
temperate, polar, research, design, evaluate, make, developed, 
producers, transport, factory, impact, environment, industry, 
temperature, volcano, Christianity, population, island, canal,  
 
New vocabulary - 
Mediterranean, humid, mild, landform, urban, rural, fertile, 
million, thousand, lagoon, traditional, grid reference, eastings, 
westings, horizontal, vertical, preserved, tourism. landmark 
 
Mediterranean Sea, Alps, Lake Garda, The Apennines, volcano, 
Mount Etna, molten rock, gas, steam, ash, Mount Vesuvius, 
Mount Stromboli, Roman Empire, Milan, Venice, Adriatic Sea, 
Leonardo Da Vinci and Michelangelo, Colosseum, Rome, 
Sardinia, Sicily, San Marino, Vatican City, Roman Catholic, pope, 
Pompeii, Duomo di Milano, Leaning Tower of Pisa,  
 

-Begin to use 4-figure grid 
reference to locate features on a 
map.  
 
-Recap need for keys and 
standard symbols.  
 
-Make own maps of real places 
with increasing accuracy (Rome). 
 
-Use a variety of maps of different 
scales to locate places.  

Use a range of sources to respond to a range 
of geographical questions in relation to the 
location of volcanoes.   
 
-Offer explanations for the location for some 
human and physical features in different 
localities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping (Google Earth) 
to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 
 
Learn the eight points of a compass, four-
figure grid references. 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and 
record the human and physical features 
using a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 
 
 

Review 
Name and locate the world’s seven continents  
and five oceans. Locate and name the countries 
making up the British Isles, with their capital 
cities. Identify the position and significance of 
Equator and N. and S. Hemisphere. 
 
Locate the main countries and capital cities of Europe 
including Russia concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities. 
 
To understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of 
a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country. 
 
 

Describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography including economic activity trade links. 
(tourism near volcanic areas)  
 
Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography including volcanoes and earthquakes (ring 
of fire).  
 

Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge Physical Geography Human Geography 
• Identify the five oceans. 

• Know the names and locations of the seven continents  

• Understand that climate is the weather in a location over a long period of time. Know that Italy is warmer than the 
UK as it is further South, closer to the equator. 

• Know that the Earth is split into the Northern and Southern Hemisphere. 

• Understand that the earth has an imaginary line around the middle of it, this is called the equator. 

• To know Italy and Europe are in the Northern Hemisphere. 

• To know that some of the main countries in mainland Europe are France, Germany, Greece, Spain, Portugal, 
Belgium, Netherland and Italy. 

• To locate countries and their capital cities on a map.  

• Know that Italy is located in Southern Europe in an area called the Mediterranean. 

• Understand that the area is called this, as it surrounds the Mediterranean Sea. 

• Using knowledge of how to use an atlas and map reading, locate Italy and the Mediterranean Sea on a map of 
Europe. 

• Know that Italy has two large islands: Sardinia and Sicily.  

• Know what the flag of Italy looks like.  

• Use 4 point grid reference to identify the location of different areas on a map of Italy. 

• Use Flyover on Apple Maps to create their own version of  a map of Rome with use of symbols/key. 

• Know that Italy has a Mediterranean climate which has mild 
winters and hot, dry summers.  

• Know that there are 3 active volcanoes in Italy: 1. Mount Etna 
(which is the tallest active volcano in Europe) 2. Mount Vesuvius 3. 
Mount Stromboli Understand that active means they have had at 
least one eruption during the past 10,000 years. Understand that 
these volcanoes contribute to farming in the region, as the land 
around them is fertile and things grow easily there. (This can be 
linked to the Volcanoes topic)  

• Know the Italian is spoken in Italy.  

• Know that the religion of Italy is Christianity.  

• Rome is the capital city of Italy. Rome was the capital of the Roman Empire.  

• Know that Italy is famous for its art, architecture, and culture. Know that famous Italian 
painters include Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo. 

• Understand that family is very important in Italy - young people often live at home until they 
are in their 30s, even if they have a job. When parents retire, they often go to live with their 
children.  

• Know that the Vatican City is its own country near Rome. It is the smallest country in the 
world. It is the headquarters of the Roman Catholic church and is home to the Pope.  

• Understand that when visiting Italy, tourists like to: 1. Visit landmarks and cities 2. Visit coasts 
and sea 3. Visit mountains - especially for skiing in the winter. (Link back to Y3 unit)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 – Volcanoes and Earthquakes 
VOCABULARY Magma, lava, explosion, Ring of Fire, mantle, molten rock,  temperature, Celsius, tremor, upper mantle, eruption, sill, vent, volcano, lava, crust, extinct, core, dormant, ash, active, crater, condult, aftershock, epicentre, landslides, Richter scale, tsunami, plate 

landscape, ash, jolt, boundary, tectonic plates, magnitude, tremor, seismic wave, Mercalli scale, avalanche, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes.  

Key Knowledge 

Structure of the Earth Volcanoes  Earthquakes  
• Know the structure of the Earth - crust, mantle, 

outer core and inner core. 

• Know that the crust is a layer of rock around the 
Earth. 

• Know that the mantle forms about half of the 
Earth. 

• Know that the upper mantle is hard but there is 
magma (liquid rock) beneath.  

• Know that the core is mostly made of iron. 

• Know that temperatures at the core can reach 
5500oc. 

• Know that Fold mountains occur when tectonic 
plates collide.  

• Know that volcanic mountains are formed around 
volcanoes. Volcanic mountains are made of layers 
of ash and cooled lava.  

(Link back to mountains unit in Y3)  

• Know that volcanoes form when magma reaches the Earth's surface, causing eruptions of lava and ash.  

• Know that volcanoes are made when pressure builds up inside the earth. This affects the earth’s crust 
causing magma to sometimes erupt through it. 

• Know that magma is extremely hot liquid rock. 

• Know that lava is what we call magma when it is above ground.  

• Know that as lava cools it forms extrinsic igneous rock.  

• Know the structure of a volcano including magma chamber, main vent, secondary vent, secondary cone, 
crater.  

• Know how to label a diagram of a volcano.  

• Know that sometimes when a volcano erupts under the sea an island can form (e.g. Galapagos islands in 
the Pacific Ocean)  

• Know that volcanoes can be described in terms of activity and can be: Active - A volcano that has erupted 
recently and is likely to erupt again. Dormant - A volcano that has not erupted for a long time, however, it 
may still erupt in the future. Extinct - A volcano that erupted thousands of years ago and will probably 
never erupt again.  

Positive and Negative Effects (Use this as a discussion/written piece) 

• Know that volcanic eruptions can have a devastating effect on people and the environment. However, 
volcanoes can also have a positive impact on an area. These positive impacts can help to explain why 
people choose to live near volcanoes.  

• The dramatic scenery created by volcanic eruptions attracts tourists. This brings income to an area.  

• Know that many lives can be lost as a result of a volcanic eruption.  

• Know that human and natural landscapes can be destroyed and changed forever. 

• Know that the lava and ash deposited during an eruption breaks down to provide valuable nutrients for 
the soil. This creates very fertile soil which is good for agriculture.  

• Know that if the ash and mud from a volcanic eruption mix with rain water or melting snow, fast moving 
mudflows are created. These can be dangerous.  

• Know that when volcanoes erupt underwater, islands can form which otherwise wouldn’t have existed. 
E.g. The Galapagos Islands, Hawaii Gases released from volcanoes can suffocate animals and people.  

• Use maps to locate and discuss the location of volcanoes.  

• Know that there are 3 active volcanoes in Italy (Link with Europe Topic)  

• 1. Mount Etna (which is the tallest active volcano in Europe)  

• 2. Mount Vesuvius  

• 3. Mount Stromboli  

• Know that Mount Etna is located in Sicily and is one of the largest volcanoes on Earth.  

• Using knowledge of how to use an atlas and map reading, locate Sicily and Mount Etna on a map.  

• Know that about a quarter of the population of Sicily live near Etna. 

•  Know that this is because the soil is very fertile as a result of the volcanic activity and this ensures good 
conditions for growing citrus fruit, such as lemons and limes.  

• Know that when an eruption is expected sometimes people are evacuated from their homes. 
 
 

• Know that earthquakes are a violent jolt that shakes the land.  

• Know that Earthquakes are caused when the earth’s tectonic plates suddenly move.  

• Understand that tectonic plates are edges of the Earth’s crust.  

• Know that earthquakes or earth tremors are caused when two edges of the earth’s crust rub against each other.  

• Know that most earthquakes occur near the tectonic plate boundaries.  

• Know that earthquakes are measured on the Richter Scale.  

• Understand that some earthquakes are small and we can barely feel them, whereas other earthquakes are much 
stronger and can cause lots of damage.  

• Understand that places located along the fault line frequently experience earthquakes, as this is where the most 
plate movement happens.  

• Understand that the place directly above the ground where the earthquake starts is called the epicentre.  

• Understand that the further you are away from the epicentre, the less you feel the earthquake.  

• Know that a tsunami is a giant wave caused by a huge earthquake under the ocean. 

• Know that the earthquake causes a large amount of water to be displaced very quickly causing a series of waves. As  
 

Overview of other natural disasters 

• Know that an avalanche is a large mass of snow that falls down the side of a mountain.  

• Know that floods are a large amount of water covers an area which is usually dry, for example when a river flows over 
its banks Know that forest fires are large, uncontrolled fires in a forest or wooded area. 

• Know that hurricanes are an extremely violent wind or storm. 

•  Know that a tornado is a violent windstorm consisting of a tall column of air which spins round very fast and causes a 
lot of damage.  

• Study photos and videos of these phenomena. 
 
 
 



Year 5 – South America 
VOCABULARY MAPS SKILLS ENQUIRY SKILLS FIELD WORK PLACE AND LOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE HUMAN AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Previously taught geographical vocabulary 
Near, far, house, school, shop, pond,  
winter, spring, summer, autumn, dry, wet, place, same, different, tree, fields, plant, travel, woodland, 
animal, weather, England, country, family, street, next to, river, beach, hill, bridge, sea, map, building, 
road, island, oceans, lake, church, Earth, pharmacy, post office, detached, semi – detached, 
bungalow, terraced and flat.  
Right, left, behind, in front of, up, down, travel, fieldwork, record, vegetation, physical feature, 
human feature, location, aerial, England, continent, ocean 
harbour, coast, cliff, soil, port, north, south, east, west, stream, symbol, key, atlas, globe, body of 
water, steep, capital city, cave, bay, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, temperate, polar, 
research, design, evaluate, make, developed, producers, transport, factory, impact, environment, 
industry, temperature, volcano, Christianity, population, island, canal, Mediterranean, humid, mild, 
landform, urban, rural, fertile, million, thousand, lagoon, traditional, grid reference, eastings, 
westings, horizontal, vertical, preserved, tourism. land form, renewable,  
 
 
New geographical vocabulary: 
development, annual, recyclable, latitude, longitude, parallel, economy, trade, agriculture, forestry, 
industry, mining, biome, destination, deforestation, biodiversity, contaminate,  
 
SPECIFIC 
South America, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Peru, Paraguay, Suriname, Ecuador, Bolivia, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Amazon River, Amazon, rainforest, basin, tributary, fair-trade, deforestation, 
urbanisation, sustainable, tropical, Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn, Equator, Climate, Rainfall, 
temperature, sustainable, Arctic and Antarctic circle, climate, landscape, Greenwich Meridian, 
Portuguese, Brasilia, Rio de Janeiro, Copacabana Beach, Christianity, Rio Carnival, Desert, Savannah, 
Woodlands, Grasslands, Tundra, Fairtrade, palm oil, greenhouse gas, Amazonas, Manaus,  

-Use 4-figure grid 
reference to locate 
features on a map in 
South America 
 
-Draw a map using 
symbols and a key, 
awareness of OS symbols 
 
-Measure straight line 
distance on a plan 
 
-Draw a variety of 
thematic plans, based on 
own data 
 
-Compare large-scale map 
and vertical photo, select 
maps for a purpose 

-Draw on their knowledge and 
understanding to suggest suitable 
geographical questions for study 
such as deforestation. 
 
-Use a range of geographical skills 
and evidence to investigate places.  

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping mapping 
(Google Earth) to locate countries 
and describe features studied. 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure 
and record the human and physical 
features using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 
(Compare with South America) 

Review 
Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents  
and five oceans. Locate and name the 
countries making up the British Isles, with 
their capital cities. Identify the position and 
significance of Equator and N. and S. 
Hemisphere. 
 
Identify the position and significance of Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, lines of 
latitude/longitude and Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle.  (Exploration) 
 
Locate the main countries and principal cities in 
South America concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. 
 
To understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in South America. 
 
Identify the position and significance of  
On a world map, locate areas of similar 
environmental regions, either desert, rainforest 
or temperate regions. 

Describe and understand key aspects of: 
 
Physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes (link to work on Rainforest) 
 
Human geography, including: types of land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources. (Focus on 
impact of deforestation and urbanisation)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge Amazon Rainforest / Deforestation Amazonas  
• Know the names and locations of the seven continents. 

• Know that South America is one of the seven continents. 

• Know and locate the five oceans. 

• Know that the Earth is divided into lines of longitude and latitude.  

• Know that lines of latitude run parallel to the equator.  

• Know that the Equator is a line of latitude.  

• Know the location of the equator and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.  

• Know that these are lines of latitude.  

• Identify Northern and Southern Hemispheres.  
South America 

• Know that most of South America is located in the Southern Hemisphere.  

• Use directional language to describe the location of South America in relation to the UK. 

• Know that Brazil is the largest country in the continent of South America. 

• Know the names of South American countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, 

Paraguay, Perú, Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

• Label these countries onto a map.  

• Choose appropriate maps to view South America, Brazil and the Amazon.  

• Using a map of South America, measure the straight line distance between Brasilia and Manaus. 

• Use directional language and lines of longitude/latitude to describe the location of South America, Brazil and 
the Amazon Rainforest.  

• Know that lines of longitude run from the top of the Earth to the bottom, and divide up the Earth. 

• Know that the line going through London, called Greenwich Meridian, is the starting point at zero degrees.  

• The other lines show how many degrees east or west of the Meridian you are. 

• Know how to use directional language to describe locations of continents and oceans and routes from one 
continent to another. 

• Know that the Amazon River is located in South America. 

• Know that it is the second longest river in the world (the longest is the Nile in Egypt).  

• Understand the Amazon has a rainforest biome. 

• located along the equator, due to the amount of sunshine and rainfall these areas have.  

• Understand the Amazon Rainforest is located in the north of South America, along the equator.  

• Understand that tropical rainforests have a hot and wet climate all year round.  

• Know that climate refers to ‘the weather conditions in an area over a long period of time.’  

• Understand that humans have damaged many areas of the rainforest through chopping down trees 
to use the wood to make things or to clear the land to build on. Removing trees in this way is called 
deforestation.  

• Know that deforestation is a problem in the Amazon Rainforest, as it means animals lose their 
habitats and can’t survive.  

• Understand the term ‘deforestation’ as ‘the action of clearing a large area of trees’.  

• Understand that forests are cut down for two reasons:  
1. So that the wood from trees can be sold, as it is a valuable natural resource. 
 2. To clear land for farming. Cattle grazing: this provides meat for restaurants and supermarkets. 
Crops: such as sugar cane and palm oil. 
 

• Know that every 20 minutes, an area of rainforest the size of 20 football pitches is cut down. If this 
rate continues, there will be no rainforests in 100 years.  

• Understand the impact of deforestation including:  
1. Lack of biodiversity: The number of different species becomes smaller. 

Climate change: Scientists believe deforestation has a worldwide effect on climate. Trees store 
carbon dioxide. When they are cut down, carbon dioxide builds up in the atmosphere and is 
known as a greenhouse gas which causes global warming.  

• Identify the State of Amazonas on a map of Brazil.  
• 98% of the State of Amazonas is almost covered by the 
Amazon Rainforest. The entire state is located in a rainforest biome. 
• The largest city is Manaus. Over half the population live in 
Manaus.  
• People live in huts within the rainforest.  
• Understand that there are developed areas with a few cities 
and towns, where there is a high population.  
• Understand that people living outside of the cities and towns, 
live in undeveloped, small settlements within the rainforest. 
• Understand that many of these settlements are nomadic, 
meaning that people move around and don’t stay in one area for too 
long.  
 
Fieldwork – Comparing Kexborough drawing thematic plans of the local 
area (Potentially the park)  



• Know that the Amazon River is located in South America.  

• Understand that the Amazon River flows through the Amazon Rainforest.  
 
Biomes 

• Know that a biome is a large area of the earth that has its own environment. 

• Know that animals, plants, physical features and climate together make the environment. 

• What lives in each biome depends on: 
1. how warm or cold it is 
2. how dry or wet it is 
3. how fertile the soil is 

 

• Know that there are six main biomes. Rainforest, desert, savannah, woodland, grasslands and tundra. 
 

Use 4 point grid reference to identify the location of different areas on a map. 
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/using-4-and-6-figure-grid-references-to-locate-brazilian-cities-ks2-
12390454 

  

2. Droughts: Trees are an important part of the water cycle. Without them, there will be a lack of 
rain.  

3. Habitat loss: Animals and plants lose their home so some may become endangered or extinct.  

• Understand that it is important that humans act to save the rainforest. 

•  Understand that we can help protect the rainforest in a number of ways:  
1. Planting new trees in locations where the forest has been cut down.  
2. Create protected parks within the rainforest, to stop the tree from being cut down in 
those areas.  

• Understand that there are ways in which everyone can help protect the rainforest: 

• Understand that tropical rainforests are 1. Buying Fair Trade products as these will ensure that the 
rainforest was not damaged in the making of the product. 

•  2. Don’t buy products containing palm oil, as this is one of the items grown in deforestation areas. 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/using-4-and-6-figure-grid-references-to-locate-brazilian-cities-ks2-12390454
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/using-4-and-6-figure-grid-references-to-locate-brazilian-cities-ks2-12390454


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 – Exploration (LINKED WITH HISTORY UNIT) 
VOCABULARY Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean and Arctic Ocean, Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia, Australia/Australasia and Antarctica, equator, North and South 

pole , continent, ocean and temperature, , climate, tropical, temperate, dry, polar, biome, rainforest, desert, savannah, woodlands, grasslands, Tundra, Arctic, Antarctic, Celsius,  
Antarctic and Arctic Circle, Longitude, Latitude, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Eastern and Western Hemisphere, Russia, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, North America, Canada, exploration, fertile, Meridian,  

Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge Biomes  
(RECAP FROM PREVIOUS TOPIC) 

Arctic / Antarctic Exploration 

• Know the names and locations of the seven continents 

• Know and locate the five oceans. 

• Understand that to help locate where a place is in the world, 
people use imaginary lines called latitude and longitude 

• Understand that the Equator is a line of latitude. Know that to 
find out how far north or south a place is, lines of latitude are 
used. 

• Identify on a map the position of these lines of latitude: Equator, 
The Tropic of Cancer, The Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle and 
Antarctic Circle. 

• Know that these are lines of latitude.  

• Know that lines of longitude run from the top of the Earth to the 
bottom, and divide up the Earth. 

• Know that the line going through London, called Greenwich 
Meridian, is the starting point at zero degrees.  

• The other lines show how many degrees east or west of the 
Meridian you are. 

• Know that anything lying east of the Prime Meridian is in the 
Eastern Hemisphere. 

• Know that anything west of the Prime Meridian is in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

 

• Know that a biome is a large area of the earth 
that has its own environment. 

• What lives in each biome depends on: 
1. how warm or cold it is 
2. how dry or wet it is 
3. how fertile the soil is 

• Know that there are six main biomes. 

• Know that there are six main biomes. Rainforest, 
desert, savannah, woodland, grasslands and 
tundra. 

 

• the Arctic Circle is in the Northern Hemisphere. 

• Know that the Arctic Circle is at north of the earth. 

• Know that the North Pole is the most northern point and it is in the Arctic Circle. 

• Know that two continents are within the Arctic Circle - Europe - Russia, Iceland,  

• Know that the Arctic Ocean is in the Arctic Circle. 

• the Antarctic Circle is at the south of the earth. 

• the South Pole is the most southern point and it is in the Antarctic Circle. 

• the Antarctic Circle is in the Southern Hemisphere. 

• Antarctica is the only continent inside the Antarctic Circle. 

• Antarctica is in the Southern Ocean. 

• Understand that no humans live permanently in Antarctica. 

• Antarctica is the coldest and windiest place on Earth. 

• Antarctica is also home to the driest place on Earth.  

• Know that Antarctica is a continent as it is a land mass. 

• Know that the Arctic is a block of ice and has no land mass. 

• Know that exploration is studied by geographers and 
historians. 
 

• REASONS FOR EXPLORATION – LOOK AT HISTORY 
DOCUMENT 

• IMPACT OF EXPLORATION – LOOK AT HISTORY 
DOCUMENT.  



Year 6  – Blue Planet, Green Planet 

VOCABULARY MAPS SKILLS ENQUIRY SKILLS FIELD WORK PLACE AND LOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE HUMAN AND PHYSICAL 
GEOGRAPHY 

Previously taught geographical vocabulary 
Near, far, house, school, shop, pond,  
winter, spring, summer, autumn, dry, wet, place, same, different, tree, fields, plant, 
travel, woodland, animal, weather, England, country, family, street, next to, river, 
beach, hill, bridge, sea, map, building, road, island, oceans, lake, church, Earth, 
pharmacy, post office, detached, semi – detached, bungalow, terraced and flat.  
Right, left, behind, in front of, up, down, travel, fieldwork, record, vegetation, physical 
feature, human feature, location, aerial, England 
harbour, coast, cliff, soil, port, north, south, east, west, stream, symbol, key, atlas, 
globe, body of water, steep, capital city, cave, bay, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, temperate, polar, research, design, evaluate, make, developed, 
producers, transport, factory, impact, environment, industry, temperature, volcano, 
Christianity, population, island, canal, Mediterranean, humid, mild, landform, urban, 
rural, fertile, million, thousand, lagoon, traditional, grid reference, eastings, westings, 
horizontal, vertical, preserved, tourism. land form, renewable, development, annual, 
recyclable, latitude, longitude, parallel, economy, trade, agriculture, forestry, industry, 
mining, biome, destination, deforestation, biodiversity, contaminate, 
 
New geographical vocabulary 
erosion, deposition, precipitation, weathering, biological, political, heritage, 
conservation, invasion, vegetation, development, erodes, degraded, atmosphere, 
topographical, sustainable 
 
SPECIFIC 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night), rainforest, tundra, desert, savannah, 
woodlands, grasslands, natural, material, agriculture, cave, waves, migration, pollution, 
littering, global warming, greenhouse gas, temperature, deforestation, 
 
Physical weathering, chemical weathering, biological weathering,, headband, arches, 
stacks, stumps, spits, boarders, language, religion, culture, overfishing, microplastics, 
microbeads, carbon dioxide, oxygen, fertilisers, pesticides, evaporation,  
 
 
 

-Use 6-figure grid reference to 
locate features on OS map 
 
-Use OS standard symbols, scale 
reading and drawing and 
comparison of map scale to 
draw scale plans of increasing 
complexity. 
 
-Follow route on small-scale OS 
map and describe features seen 

 Identify relevant geographical questions. 
 
-Drawing on their knowledge and 
understanding they select and use 
appropriate skills and evidence to help 
them investigate places and themes. 
 
Reach plausible conclusions and present 
their findings both graphically and in 
writing. 

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping (Google Earth) to 
locate countries and describe features 
studied.  
 
Use the eight points of a compass, six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United Kingdom in the 
past and present. 
 
Extend to 6 figure grid references with 
teaching of latitude and longitude in depth. 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and 
record the human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 
 
 
 

Review: Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. Locate and name 
the countries making up the British Isles, with 
their capital cities. Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle. 

 

 
To identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night). 
 
Look at how land use has changed in an area over 
time. 
 
Name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers),  
 
Identify land-use patterns; and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed over time. 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of : 
 
Human geography  
Types of settlements in modern 
Britain: villages, towns, cities and 
distribution of natural resources. 
 
Physical geography 
physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers and 
mountains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge Biomes/Climate  Natural Impact on our Planet Human Impact on our Planet  
• Know the names and locations of 

the seven continents.  

• To know a continent is made of 
several countries. 

• To know a country is land that is 
controlled by a single government. 

• Know and locate the five oceans. 

• Understand that to help locate 
where a place is in the world, 
people use imaginary lines called 
latitude and longitude. 

• Understand that the Equator is a 
line of latitude. Know that to find 
out how far north or south a place 
is, lines of latitude are used. 

• Know that lines of latitude start at 0 
degrees at the equator and end a 
90 degrees at the North and South 
Poles. 

• Know that lines of longitude run 
from the top of the Earth to the 
bottom, and divide up the Earth. 

• Know that the line going through 
London, called Greenwich 
Meridian, is the starting point at 
zero degrees.  

• The other lines show how many 
degrees east or west of the 
Meridian you are. 

• Know that anything lying east of the 
Prime Meridian is in the Eastern 
Hemisphere. 

• Know that anything west of the 
Prime Meridian is in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

• Locate places around the word 
using the lines of longitude and 
latitude (degrees) 

 

• Know that biomes are areas of 
the planet with similar climates, 
landscapes, animals and plants.  

• Know that a biome is a large 
area of the earth that has its 
own environment. 

• Know that animals, plants, 
physical features and climate 
together make the 
environment. 

• What lives in each biome 
depends on: 

4. how warm or cold it is 
5. how dry or wet it is 
6. how fertile the soil is 

• Know that there are six main 
biomes. Rainforest, desert, 
savannah, woodland, grasslands 
and tundra.  

• Know that changes to land can be caused by erosion and weathering. 

• Know that climate is perhaps the most influential force impacting the effect 
of erosion on a landscape. Climate includes precipitation and wind. 

• Weathering is the process of wearing away rocks by the weather. 

• Know that there are three different types of weathering: 

•  
There are 3 types of weathering  

• physical weathering 

• chemical weathering 

• biological weathering 
 

• Know that erosion is where natural materials are worn away and transported 
by environmental features such as water, wind and ice. 

• Erosion at the coast can result in the formation of features such as sea caves, 
arches, bays, and coves. It can also cause the destruction of land and homes 
when cliffs fall into the sea. 

• Know that deserts, which generally lack thick vegetation, are often the most 
eroded landscapes on the planet. 

• Know that erosion is a natural process. 
 

Features / Changes of Coastlines  

• Bays and Headbands  

• Arches, Stacks and Stumps  
 
 
Impact of Erosion  

• Farming - reduced ability of the soil to store water and nutrients making it 
harder to grow new crops.  

• Flooding 

• Soil erosion has led to increased pollution and sedimentation in streams and 
rivers, clogging these waterways and causing declines in fish and other 
species.  

• Degraded lands are also often less able to hold onto water, which can 
worsen flooding.  

• Erosion means that they are less plants which can help with the effect of 
global warming.  

Pollution 

• Know that pollution is the contamination of air, water or soil due to natural occurrences or human activities like oil 
spills and the dumping of waste in water bodies. 

• Know that pollution can have devastating impacts on wildlife and plants. This can have an effect on global warming.  

• Know that erosion can have an impact in pollution. 

• Littering can have an impact on water pollution. 

• A build-up of debris from rubbish can damage river habitats and prevent light from reaching water below the 
surface. 

• Chemicals from certain items affect the water quality and oxygen levels. 

• Plastic bags and other items can be mistaken for food by animals. 

• Animals can also become entangled in plastic items such as fishing nets. 

• Microplastics are particularly dangerous. These tiny pieces of plastic are less than 5mm in size. 

• They are often found as microbeads, in toothpastes and cosmetics. 

• When microplastics are eaten by animals such as plankton, they enter the food chain and can even reach us. 
 

Ways to stop pollution 
1 Avoid plastic where possible. 
2 Use a reusable bottle for your drinks. 
3 Say no to plastic bags and drinking straws. 
4 Invest in reusable containers and mugs. 
5 Buy unpackaged food and grow your own. 
6 Stop using wet wipes. 
7 Wear clothes made with natural fibres. 
8 Try to avoid glitter, or only use eco-friendly glitter in school. 
9 Pick up litter. 
10 Never flush plastics down the toilet. 

 
Global Warming  

• Know that global warming (a large part of climate change) is the increase in temperature of Earth.  

• Human activity that has increased levels of greenhouse gases include the use of fossil fuels.  

• Fossil fuels are things such as coal, gas and oil.  

• When fossil fuels are burnt, carbon dioxide is released. Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas. 

• Know that deforestation  is another cause. Trees absorb carbon dioxide. Fewer trees means more carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere. (LINK WITH Y5 TOPIC)  

• Know that farming is important and without it we wouldn’t have food. However, some types of farming are 
contributing to global warming because of the greenhouse gases they produce. (LINK WITH Y3 TOPIC) 

• Know that global warming is causing ice at both the North and South Poles to melt. This means animals, such as polar 
bears, penguins and seals, are losing their habitats. 

• Know that more heat causes increase in evaporation of ocean water which in turn increases the amount of water 
vapour in the atmosphere. This leads to more extreme weather, such as hurricanes and tornadoes. 

 
Ways we can slow down global warming:  

• Use LED light bulbs 

• Drive less 

• Recycle more 

• Use less hot water 

• Avoid buying things with lots of packaging 

• Turning your radiators down 

• Plant more trees 

• Saving electricity by turning off electrical devices. 

• Reducing the amount of waste that you use.  

• Buying locally-grown food is another great way to be greener. When food from the other side of the world is 
transported on aeroplanes to our country, lots of carbon dioxide is released into the atmosphere from engines of 
aeroplanes. A lorry transporting vegetables from a few miles down the road is much more environmentally-friendly. 
(LINK WITH Y3 TOPIC)  

 



Year 6 – Lake District 
VOCABULARY  Topographical, elevation, ordinance survey, national parks, cultural, heritage, Cairngorms, Lake District, New Forest, The Broads, Peak District, Yorkshire Dales, Exmoor, Dartmoor, Wales, Limestone Cliffs, Snowdonia, Cumbria, Scafell Pike, glacial 

valley, moorlands, Seathwaite, Wastwater, Lake Windermere, Ambleside, Winderemere, Grasmere,  Kendal, Penrith, habitat, woodland, native, tourism, economy, business, income, peat, congestion, sustainable,  

Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge National Parks The Lake District  Impact of Tourism 
• Know that the UK is located in the continent of Europe. 

• Know that 4 countries make up the UK.  

• Understand that some maps contain varying colours to show 
high and low areas of land. 

• Understand that areas of different heights are also shown using 
different colours - a key is used to show how high the land is.  

• Understand the topographical map of the UK. 

• Know that the topography of an area impacts on its landscape 
and environment. 

• Understand that many areas of: Scotland, Wales, Northern and 
Western England have areas of high elevation - understand that 
these areas are mountainous. 

• Use OS maps to identify a range of OS symbols.  

• Use OS Maps to make a route.  

• Use maps of different scales to compare. 

• Use 6 point grid reference to identify the location of different 
areas on a map.  

 
Fieldwork on Residential  
Use OS standard symbols, scale reading and drawing and comparison of 
map scale to draw scale plans of increasing complexity. 

• Understand that in the UK we 
have 15 National Parks. 

• Know that a National Park is a 
protected area because of its 
wildlife, beautiful countryside 
or cultural heritage.  

• Know National Parks, such as 
the Lake District National Park, 
welcome visitors.  

• Know where the National 
Parks are located on a map of 
the UK.  

• Understand that in the Lake District is located in the North West 
of England in a county called Cumbria. 

• The Lake District National Park is England's largest. 

• Understand that the Lake District is made up of lots of mountains 
and lakes. 

• Know that the environment in the Lake District is very 
mountainous and is famous for its mountains. 

• Know that the Lake District is home to the highest mountain in 
England - Scafell Pike.  

• Know that the Lake District is home to:  
● the deepest lake in England – Wastwater 
 ● the largest lake in England - Lake Windermere 
Know that some of the main places in the Lake District are: 
Keswick, Ambleside, Windermere, Bowness on Windermere, 
Scafell Pike, Grasmere, Kendal and Penrith.  
Locate these places onto a map. 

 
 

• .Understand that tourism is the main source of income for Lake District economy 

• Those who live in the Lake District National Park, and call it their permanent home, face 
challenges too:  
1. Locals whose incomes are directly linked to tourism, such as hotel owners, rely on visitors 
coming to the park throughout the year.  
2. During the busier summer months, parking can become an issue for many local people.  
3. As the Lake District National Park is such a beautiful place, people want to buy holiday 
homes here. However, this pushes the house prices up in the area, making it very difficult 
for local people to own their own property. 

 
Positives of Tourism  

• Tourists spend money which supports local shops and businesses. 

• The improved transport services for the tourists also benefit the locals. 

• Some of the money made from tourism can go back into conserving the National Park. 

• Jobs are created for local people 
 
Negatives of Tourism 

• Increased litter and pollution can occur. 

• Traffic congestion is common at holiday time. 

• Footpath erosion is caused by high numbers of tourists 

• Work within the tourist industry is seasonal. 
 

 


