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PREVIOUSLY TAUGHT KNOWLEDGE WILL BE IN RED. 

 

KPS Geography Teaching Overview 

EYFS 

The Natural World People, Culture and Communities 

Year 1 

Where I Live Wonderful World 

Year 2 

Why is Britain Great? Kenya 

Year 3 

Food Glorious Food Rivers and Mountains 

Year 4 

Europe Natural Disasters 

Year 5 

South America Exploration 

Year 6 

Blue Planet Green Planet The Lake District 



 

Year 1 – Where I live  
VOCABULARY MAPS SKILLS ENQUIRY SKILLS FIELD WORK PLACE AND LOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE HUMAN AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Previously taught geographical vocabulary: 
Near, far, house, school, shop, pond,  
winter, spring, summer, autumn, dry, wet, place, 
same, different, tree, fields, plant, travel, 
woodland, animal, weather, England, country, 
family, street, next to, river, beach, hill, bridge, 
sea, map, building, road, island, oceans, lake, 
church, Earth, pharmacy, post office, detached, 
semi – detached, bungalow, terraced and flat.  
 
New geographical vocabulary  
Right, left, behind, in front of, up, down, travel, 
fieldwork, record, vegetation, continent, ocean 
 
Specific (Where I Live)  
village, town, aerial, season, rainfall, farm, 
footpath, location, human feature, physical 
feature, motorway, street lights, countryside, 
railway, hair salon, social club, litter, parking,  

-Use world maps, atlases, globes to local the 
seven continents and five oceans of the world.  
 
To use aerial photographs to describe the local 
area. 
 
-Use directional language such as Follow 
up/down, left/right, behind/in front of to 
describe places on a map of the local area. 
 
To draw places, houses and roads and talk these 
about picture maps of  the local area.  

Use aerial photographs and maps provided and 
their own observations to respond to questions 
about places.  
 

Questions 
What places are in our local area?  
What can you do in the local area?  
What are houses like in the local area?  
What is your house like?  
What is your favourite place? Why?  
What would you change about your local area?  

 

To look around the school and its grounds 
focusing what human and physical features are 
there.  

To look around the local area focusing on what 
places and houses they can see.  

Use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks in 
the local area and basic human and physical 
features. 

 

To name the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans. 
 
To name Barnsley as their town and Kexborough 
as their village.  
  

To Identify the location of deserts, rainforests, 
the Arctic and Antarctic in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles. 

Use the following vocabulary to look at key 
physical and human features of the school 
grounds and the local area.  

• key physical features, including: forest, 
hill, soil, vegetation, season and 
weather 

• key human features, including: city, 
town, village, farm, house, and shop 

Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge Human / Physical Features Locational Knowledge Fieldwork 
• Understand that a map shows you what an area looks like from 

an aerial view. 

• Understand that aerial means ‘from above’ and when we look at 
something from above we call this an ‘aerial view’. 

• Understand that sometimes objects can look different from an 
aerial view. 

• Understand that maps give us information about places and their 
locations. 
To use maps to find the key human and physical features such as 
houses, shops, roads, church, farm, motorway and schools  of the 
local area.  

• I can draw my own map of the local area including places, roads 
and houses.  
 

• Know that in the world there are things made by people and 
these are called human features.  

• Know that in the world there are things NOT made by people and 
these are called physical features.  

• Identify some human and physical features in the local area: 
school, road, houses, street lights, railings, trees  

• School Grounds - grass, trees, flowers, swings, trim trail and paths  

• Understand that within Kexborough there are both human and 
physical features.  

• To identify human and physical features in the local area: Human 
Features: houses, shops, roads, church, farm, motorway and 
schools.  

• To identify physical Features: fields, hills and countryside.  

• I know that detached, semi-detached, bungalow, flats and 
terraced are types of houses. 

• I know that a semi-detached are two houses joined together.  

• I know that a flat are houses on top of each other.  

• I know a detached is a house on its own.  

• I know a bungalow is on one level.  

• I know that terraced houses are lots of houses joined together.  

• I know that houses except a flat and a bungalow have stairs.  
 

• Know that a village is also small but has houses and sometimes a 
primary school, a few shops, a Post Office and a village hall. 

• Know that a town is larger than a village.  

• Understand that Barnsley is a town and Kexborough is a village. 
Know that as a town, Barnsley is bigger than Kexborough.  

• I can recognise places in my local area. 

• I know reasons why we might not like our local area such as 
noise,  parking, litter, neighbours, travel and fires.  

• Understand that we use fieldwork to view an area ourselves.  

• Understand how to remain safe, whilst participating in fieldwork.  

• Know which human and physical features to look out for in the 
local area. 

• Identify human and physical features in our local area.  

• Use fieldwork to find out what places and houses are in the local 
area.  

• Identify human and physical features in our local area.  

• Observe physical and human features and how people use it (trip 
around the school) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 – Wonderful World 
SPECIFIC VOCABULARY Equator, North Pole, South Pole, Continent, Country, Ocean, world, map, Australia/Australasia, Asia, Africa, Antarctica, Europe, North America, South America, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, hotter, colder, climate, tropical, dry, 

wet, desert, drought, hurricane, heatwave, flood, extreme, daytime, night-time, snow, blizzard, thunder, lightning, hail, ice, drizzle, wind, storm, rain, cloud 

Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge  Locational Knowledge Human / Physical Features Fieldwork 
• Identify land and water on a map of the world. 

• Know that in the world there are areas of land and areas of water. 

• Know that most of the world is covered in water. 

• Identify oceans and continents on a map of the world. 

• Know that on a map the world, there often looks to be two Pacific 
Oceans. Understand that this is because the earth is a sphere and 
they are both part of the same ocean. 

• Understand that the earth has an imaginary line around the middle of 
it, this is called the equator. Understand that the earth has two 
imaginary circles around the bottom and the top of it. These are 
called the North Pole and South Pole. 

 

• Know that there are 7 continents and identify them on a map of the 
world: Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia, 
Australia/Australasia and Antarctica.  

• Know that we live in a country called England, which is located in 
Europe and identify England on a map. 

• Know that there are five oceans in the world: Atlantic Ocean, Pacific 
Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean and Arctic Ocean 

• Understand that different locations on the earth are different 
temperatures. Know that places near the equator are hotter and 
places near the North and South poles are colder.  

• Understand that the areas located near the North and South poles are 
very cold.  

• Understand that the areas located near the Equator are the Rainforest 
and Desert and they are very hot. 

• Know that the length of daytime varies with seasons. With winter 
having shorter days and longer nights and summer having longer days 
and shorter nights.  

• Know that weather patterns are associated with each season.  

• Know that temperatures start to drop from summer in autumn. 

• Know that winter is the coldest season with snow, frost in the 
morning, sleet, blizzard, hail.  

• Know that temperatures start to warm up in spring 

• Know that summer is the hottest season with sunshine and generally 
dry weather but sometimes may have thunderstorms. 

• Know different types of weather and discuss the time of year you 
would expect that type of weather.  

• Understand that we use fieldwork to view an area 
ourselves.  

• Observe and record seasonal changes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 – Why is Britain Great?  
VOCABULARY MAPS SKILLS ENQUIRY SKILLS FIELD WORK PLACE AND LOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE HUMAN AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Previously taught geographical vocabulary 
Near, far, house, school, shop, pond,  
winter, spring, summer, autumn, dry, wet, place, same, 
different, tree, fields, plant, travel, woodland, animal, weather, 
England, country, family, street, next to, river, beach, hill, 
bridge, sea, map, building, road, island, oceans, lake, church, 
Earth, pharmacy, post office, detached, semi – detached, 
bungalow, terraced and flat.  
Right, left, behind, in front of, up, down, travel, fieldwork, 
record, vegetation, physical feature, human feature, location, 
aerial, England, continent, ocean 
 
New geographical vocabulary 
 harbour, coast, cliff, soil, port, north, south, east, west, stream, 
symbol, key, atlas, globe, body of water, steep, capital city, 
cave, bay 
 
 
 
 
Specific (Why is Britain Great?) 
CONTINENT AND OCEAN NAMES – Y1 
Scotland, Northern, Ireland, Wales, Edinburgh, London, Cardiff, 
Belfast, United Kingdom/Great Britain, The North Sea, English 
Channel, Irish Sea, Atlantic Ocean, Union Jack, slope, Penines, 
Snowdonia, Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike, Ireland, Manchester, 
Barnsley, Leeds, Birmingham, Big Ben, Houses of Parliament, 
Tower Bridge, St Paul’s Catherdral, Buckingham Palace, 
Elizabeth Tower, River Thames, The tube, London 
Underground, Queen, King, royal 

-Use world maps, atlases and globes to locate the 
continents, oceans, the UK and its countries.  
 
-Look at maps and use directional language such as 
N, S, E, W to describe the location of places such as 
England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales and 
Barnsley, London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast.  
 
-Draw a map of London and Barnsley. 
 
-Use class agreed symbols to show human and 
physical on simple map of London.  
 
Use maps of the world, Europe and the UK to 
compare location and match the UK onto all 
versions of the map.  

Find information about London through using 
maps and atlases. (Apple Flyover)  
 
Use this information and their own 
observations to ask and respond to questions 
about London.  

Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries. 
 

        Devise a simple map of 
Barnsley/London; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key.  

Use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, near and 
far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on 
a map. 

Review: 

Name and locate the world’s seven continents and 
five oceans and the position of the Equator and hot 
and cold countries.  

Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 
and its surrounding seas. 

Understand geographical similarities and differences 
such as homes, families, jobs, education and location 
through studying the human and physical geography 
of Barnsley and an area in Kenya.  

Use geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, season and weather  

key human features,  
including: city, town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and shop 
 
in relation to Barnsley, London and the UK. 

Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge Locational Knowledge Human / Physical Features Fieldwork 
• Know capital cities in the UK and locate these cities on a map of the 

UK: London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast.  

• Know that the UK is surrounded by: The North Sea, The English 
Channel, The Irish Sea and The Atlantic Ocean.  

• Understand that a sea is a small part of an ocean and seas are often 
where an ocean and land meet.  

• Locate these bodies of water on a map. 

• Identify London on a map of the UK.  

• Know that the Union Jack is the national flag of the United Kingdom.  

• I know where the coast is and I can locate this on a map.  

• I know that the coast is the part of the land adjoining or near the sea. 

• I know that a mountain has steep slopes, it has a summit at the top of 
the mountain and that is a landform that is high above sea level.  

• I can locate the Pennines, Snowdonia, Ben Nevis and Scafell Pike on a 
map.  

• I can use directional language to describe the location of those 
mountains. 

• Know that we live in England, which is a country in the UK.  

• Know that 4 countries make up the UK.  

• Know and locate the countries in the UK: England, Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. Describe the places using directional language.  

• Understand that each of the countries in the UK have their own capital 
city.  

• Know that a capital city is the largest and most important city in a 
particular country. It is where the leaders of the country work and make 
decisions.  

• Know that the government of each country is based in its capital city.  

• Recognise the flags of each of the four countries in the UK.  

• Know that we live in a country called England.  

• Know that London is the capital city of England 

• Know that Barnsley is in the North of England and that London is in the 
South of England.  

• Know and identify modern landmarks in London and understand their functions: Big Ben, 
Houses of Parliament, Tower Bridge, St Paul’s Cathedral, Buckingham Palace. (Use Flyover on 
Apple Maps)  

• Buckingham Palace the London home of the queen and the monarchy.  

• Know that London has ‘tube trains’ that run underground and this system is called the London  

• Know that the River Thames runs through London. 

• Know that London was built around the River Thames as it was very useful for people to 
transport good in boats along the river.  

• Know that the River Thames is the second longest river in the UK.  

• Know that the River Thames is a physical feature of London, as it has not been made by 
people.  

• Know that in the world there are things made by people and these are called human features.  

• Know that in the world there are things NOT made by people and these are called physical 
features.  

• Understand that parts of the coast and mountains and discuss the human and physical 
features present such as hill, forest, river, city, town, village, house, shop, office, port, harbour. 

 

Compare London to 
Kexborough – looking at places, 
key human and physical 
features and location.  
 

 

 

 



Year 2 – Kenya  
VOCABULARY Ocean names, Continent names AND Great Britain place names: England, Scotland, wales and Ireland and their capital cities, equator, climate, dry, desert,  

Leopard, Kenya, Africa, The Big Five, Maasai Mara, Lion, Buffalo, Rhino, Elephant, Nairobi, Swahili, Safari, Savannah, Lake Victoria, National Park, Game Reserve, Mount Kenya, Maasai Tribe, humid, highlands, Christianity, African Plain, dung, 
migration, mammal, tourist, visitor, endangered  

Key Knowledge 

Map Knowledge Locational Knowledge Human/Physical Features Fieldwork 
• Understand that a continent is a large area of 

land that contains different countries. 

• Know how to use directional language to 
describe locations of continents and oceans and 
routes from one continent to another. e.g. 
Africa is south from Europe. 

• Know where Africa / Kenya is in relation the 
equator.  

• Locate Africa and Kenya on a world map.  

• Know that Kenya’s coast is along the Indian 
Ocean.  

 

 

Know that Kenya is a country in the continent of Africa. 
Know that the official languages of Kenya are Swahili and 
English. 
Know that the capital of Kenya is Nairobi.   
Know that Kenya lies on the equator.  
Kenya’s Climate is hot, sunny and dry for most of the year. 
Know that Kenya has hot, dry deserts in the north. 
Know that it is hot and humid in the west.  
Know that the highlands are cool. 
Know that Mount Kenya is the highest mountain in Kenya.  
 
Identify the Kenyan flag: 

 
 

 
 

 
Maasai 

• Know that the Maasai people traditionally live in mud huts made from mud, sticks, grass and cow dung.  

 
School 

• Know that most children in Kenya go to school, but not all of them.  

• Some children, especially in rural areas, are too busy helping their families by working on the farm, cooking or fetching 
water.  

• At school, some children may be different ages but in the same year group. 
 
National Park 

• Know that there are over 50 national parks and game reserves.  

• Know that they include different types of wildlife and habitats, including wetlands, grasslands, forest and savannah.  

• Know that the Maasai Mara National Reserve is one of the most popular reserves for tourists to visit. 

• Know that millions of tourists visit the famous reserve to go on safari, explore the landscape and to see the amazing 
wildlife, including the ‘Big Five’.  

• Know that the ‘Big Five’ is made up of African lion, Cape Buffalo, African elephant, African leopard and white/black 
rhinoceros  

• Know that the ‘Big Five’ originally referred to the difficulty in hunting the lion, leopard, rhino, elephant and African 
buffalo. These five large African mammal species were known to be dangerous and it was considered a feat by trophy 
hunters to bring them home. 

• Know that some animals in Kenya are endangered and are protected within the parks and reserves. 

To compare human and physical features of Kenya to 
Kexborough.  
 
To compare the school life of children in Kenya to 
children in Kexborough.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


