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PREVIOUSLY TAUGHT KNOWLEDGE WILL BE IN RED 

 

KPS Geography Teaching Overview 

EYFS 

The Natural World People, Culture and Communities 

Year 1 

Where I Live Wonderful World 

Year 2 

Why is Britain Great? Kenya 

Year 3 

Food Glorious Food Rivers and Mountains 

Year 4 

Europe Natural Disasters 

Year 5 

South America Exploration 

Year 6 

Blue Planet Green Planet The Lake District 



FS1 

EYFS: PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES / THE NATURAL WORLD 
VOCABULARY MAPS SKILLS ENQUIRY SKILLS FIELD WORK PLACE AND LOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE HUMAN AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Broad geographical vocabulary: 
Road, school, shop, same, different, dry, wet, 
place, journey, pond, winter, spring, summer, 
autumn.  
 
SPECFIC: tree, fields, plant, travel, woodland, 
animal, weather, England, country, family. 

N/A Children to about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos of different 
countries.  
 
Children to talk about the differences they 
notice between people, whilst also drawing their 
attention to similarities between different 
families and communities. 

Children to use school grounds to explore 
freely outdoors noticing changes in trees/plants, 
weather and animals.  

Know that there are different countries in the 
world.  
 

Children to use their senses to notice differences 
in leaves, seeds, rocks and animals in the school 
grounds.  

KEY KNOWLEDGE 

Focus Stories 
Journeys 
 
 
 
 
I know that a route is a road or a way travelling from one place to another. 
I know that a journey is travelling from one place to another.  
I know that surroundings are the area and things that are around us.  
I know that school is surrounded by woodland and fields.  
I can discuss a journey that I may take around school. 
I can remember a route/journey in my immediate surroundings.  
I can recognise features of a journey in my immediate surroundings such as trees, weather, animals and 
different objects such as the trim trail, a pond and running track.  
 
 

Chinese New Year  
 
I know China is a country. 
I know that in different countries 
people look different to us such as 
different hair and skin colours. 
I know that people in different 
countries have different 
celebrations. 
 
 
 
 

Africa 
  
I know I live in England. 
I know that England is a 
country. 
I know that the world is made 
up of different countries with 
England being one of them.   
I know that in different 

countries in the world and that people live 
differently to us (they have different homes, 
schools and routines).  
I know that in different countries people 
look different to us such as different hair 
and skin colours. 
 

 

FS2 

EYFS: PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES / THE NATURAL WORLD 
VOCABULARY MAPS SKILLS ENQUIRY SKILLS FIELD WORK PLACE AND LOCATIONAL 

KNOWLEDGE 
HUMAN AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Previously taught geographical 
vocabulary: 
Near, far, house, school, shop, 
pond,  
winter, spring, summer, autumn, 
dry, wet, place, same, different.  
 
tree, fields, plant, travel, woodland, 
animal, weather, England, country, 
family. 
 
New geographical vocabulary: 
street, next to, river, beach, hill, 
bridge, sea, map, building, road, 
island, oceans, lake, church  
 
Specific Vocabulary 
SEE BELOW 

Draw information such as 
roads, buildings and houses 
from a simple map. 
 
Look at aerial views of the 
school setting, encouraging 
children to comment on what 
they notice, recognising 
buildings, open space, roads 
and other simple features. 
 
Offer opportunities for children 
to choose to draw simple maps 
of their immediate 
environment, or maps from 
imaginary story settings they 
are familiar with (See below) 
 

Know some similarities and differences between 
the natural world around them and contrasting 
environments.  
 
Look at similarities and differences such as houses, 
weather, culture and types of places to a 
contrasting place to where they live.  
 
To draw on their experiences and what has been 
read in class to describe how and why a place is 
different to where they live.  
 
Children to discuss people that they may have 
come across within their community, such as 
delivery and shop staff, hairdressers, the police, 
the fire service, nurses, doctors and teachers. 

Name and explain the purpose of 
places of worship and places of 
local importance to the community 
to children, drawing on their own 
experiences where possible. 
 
Explore the school grounds through 
using their senses, making 
observations and drawing pictures 
of what they can see and hear 
around them. 
 
 

Know some similarities and differences between their own lives with 
someone that lives in a different place/country/continent, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read in class. (See below for focus 
stories)  
 
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country 
and life in a different place/country/continent focussing on food, 
houses, beliefs, family and routines drawing on knowledge from stories 
and non-fiction texts.  (See below) 
 
Children to recognise the name of the road, and or village/town/city 
the school is located in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore the school grounds focussing on seasonal changes such as 
trees, animals and weather that they can see and why these changes 
occur. 
 



Key Knowledge 
AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY TEXT 

 

Use story book and a range of resources to: 

 
Know a village is a small area of houses, shops, roads and 
schools.  
Know Kexborough is my local area. 
Know Kexborough has a post office, pharmacy, shops, church, a 
park and a care home. 
Know schools are where people learn.  
Know a post office is where people sending or receive letters / 
parcels.  
Know a pharmacy is where you can get medicine to make you 
feel better.  
Know a park is where children play.  
Know a park is made of grass and can have slides, climbing 
frame and a path. 
Know a care home is where elderly people go to be looked 
after.  
Know shops are where you can buy things such as food and 
drink.  
Know a church is where people go to think about God. 
Know people can get married, get christened and have funerals 
at a church.  
Know a place that is different to Kexborough is a village in 
Africa. 
Talk about how Africa is different in terms of weather, 

amenities and houses. 

Know  is a big country and people live in different types of 

houses; some modern and some traditional. 

Name some African animals. 

Name some fruit that grows in hot places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         KEY TEXT 

 

Use story book and a range of resources to: 

Know that a river is flowing water. 
Know how rivers can be similar and different. 
Know there are rivers all over the world 
Know we have rivers near to school. 
Know different ways people can sail on rivers. 
Know rivers can be crossed by bridges. 
Know how bridges can be similar and different. 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

                    KEY TEXT 

 

Use story book and a range of resources to: 

 

Know Barnsley is our local town. 

Know a town is bigger than a village. 

Name some places common to towns, such as a 
town hall, hospital, more shops, coffee shops, 
fewer houses. 

Talk about own experiences of Barnsley. 

Know that a map shows where places are. 

Draw own maps of towns and places – 
imaginary or real. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                          KEY TEXT 
 
Use story book and a range of resources to: 
 

Know that a map shows where places are. 

Draw own maps of towns and places – 
imaginary or real. 

Talk about where familiar places are eg. The 
post office is next to the school. 
Talk about the journey Rosie made using positional 
language. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       KEY TEXT 
 
Use story book and a range of 
resources to: 
 
Know that they would find streets, 
roads, houses, school, post office, 
pharmacy, shops, park and a church in 
my local area. 
Know that a neighbour is someone 
that lives next to or nearby.  
Know that streets can be different 
shapes and sizes. 
Know that a semi-detached are two 
houses joined together.  
Know that a flat are houses on top of 
each other.  
Know a detached is a house on its 
own.  
Know a bungalow is on one level.  
Know that terraced houses are lots of 
houses joined together.  
Know that houses except a flat and a 
bungalow have stairs.  
Know that houses have kitchens, 
bathrooms, living rooms and 
bedrooms.  
Draw and talk about features of their 
own house.  
Draw maps of where they live. 
 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  KEY TEXT 

 

Use story book and a range of resources to: 
 

 

Know that we live on the planet Earth. 
Know that the environment is what surrounds us. 
Know that recycling and throwing rubbish away properly 
helps to save the environment. 
Know walking and cycling instead of using a car, train or 
plane is better for the environment. 
Know turning things off is better for the environment. 
Know not wasting food is good for the environment.  
Know planting trees is good for the environment. 
Know that animals like bees help protect our 
environment.  
Know how people can make a good and bad impact on 
our planet. 
Know about pollution, specifically ocean. 
Know that ocean animals are badly affected by pollution. 
Know how they can help to look after our world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            KEY TEXT 
 
Use story book and a range of resources to: 
 
Know a variety of places such as  
Kexborough, Africa (Link to previous study)  and places 
that are islands.  
Know that an island is a piece of land that is surrounded 
by water. 
Know that they live on an island.  
Know that Australia is the biggest island in the world.  
Know most islands are surrounded by oceans.  
Know that islands often have beaches, trees, grass areas, 
different animals,  
Know that some islands have mountains and volcanoes.  
Know that some islands have  hot weather with white 
sandy beaches.  
Know that some islands have a cold weather (Iceland) 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          KEY TEXT 
 
Use story book and a range of 
resources to: 
 
Know that a beach is an area that joins 
land to the sea/ocean.  
Know that beaches can be sandy and 
pebbly.  
Know that the beach changes based on 
the tide.  
Talk about what they might see at the 
beach – pier, amusements, rides, fish and 
chip shops, hotels.   
Talk about their own experiences of going 
to a beach and the seaside. 
Know that beaches in other countries are 
far away and are usually reached by an 
aeroplane. 
Know that the beach in Africa is a warmer 
place than the beaches in their country. 
Know that parasols give shade. 
Know that Handa’s Surprise and Splash 
are both set in Africa but in different 
places. 



 


